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GUIDING YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
Overwhelmingly rural, Herefordshire – different to the majority of counties in England
in one particular respect - is wholly parished. That is to say, everyone living in Herefordshire
is represented by a democratically elected parish council.
However small the parish, parishioners have the right to a say in how their neck-ofthe-woods is managed. But only over the last decade, with the introduction of parish
planning and more recently the Localism Act and neighbourhood planning, has the
opportunity to have a more vocal, community-led say in how the parish is administered,
sustained and carried forward become increasingly widely, and more frequently
embraced.
Kinnersley & District Group Parish Council is one of 134 parish councils in the county
and of these 91 now have, or are working to produce a parish plan. Local influence on
local matters is increasingly an important part of our daily lives.
The new Parish Plan, with its 35 objectives for a better community, has taken almost
eighteen months to research and draw together. The final plan is truly a parish plan for
the future as it reflects the views of more than three quarters of all parishioners;
parishioners who attended positive ‘Planning For Real’ events and responded
wholeheartedly to the Parish Questionnaire which surveyed all parishioners last Autumn.
The plan, which has been presented to and formally adopted by the Parish Council,
throws light on the issues that parishioners wish to see tackled during the ten-year life of
the plan. Some issues can be addressed quickly and at little or no cost – save volunteer
time and energy – while others will take greater research, more time, and cannot be
delivered without some agreed cost to the community.
The Parish Council, along with members of the Parish Plan Steering Committee will
be looking for expert help from parishioners over the coming months to launch the next
stage of the plan and begin the delivery of actions that will help preserve the best parts of
our community while evolving ideas that can help the community grow and move
forward in a harmonious way. Please do read the plan carefully and give thought to
ways in which you can be involved in building together a robust future for our group
parish.
In conclusion it is appropriate to thank each of the members of the Parish Plan
Steering Committee for their voluntary and committed involvement in the creation of this
plan, not least Katherina Garratt-Adams who chaired the Group from the outset.
Roger Marshall
For Kinnersley & District Group Parish Council
June 2014
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KINNERSLEY & DISTRICT PARISH: AN OVERVIEW
Our four parishes are located in the north-west of the county of Herefordshire,
sitting between Hereford, Leominster, Kington and Hay-on-Wye. Just north of the
floodplains of the River Wye, encircled by the rural villages of Weobley, Almeley and
Staunton-on-Wye, the community we live in is predominantly shaped by the farming
traditions of the county. The histories and profiles of the four parishes are entwined and
are detailed below from contributions by our own parishioners.

inspired by and worked with the PreRaphaelites. He is buried in the
churchyard.

Kinnersley
(by Katherina Garratt-Adams & Andy Johnson)

Kinnersley is one of a number of
place names in the vicinity that ends in
‘ley’, meaning a clearing in a wood,
Kinnersley meaning ‘Cyneheard’s
clearing’ and indicating that it was the
Saxons who cleared the woodlands. The
pre-eminent family before the Norman
Conquest took their name from the
clearing and were known as the
Kynardsleighs.
The actual village of Kinnersley is now
small and scattered but in the 14th
century the main focus was the then
crossroads where the Hurstley road joins
the A4112; the northern arm is now just a
footpath. It was here that Sir Richard
Delabere, whose family had married into
the Kynardsleighs, was granted the right
to hold a market. This market would have
been at the entrance to both church
and castle. The originally moated
Norman castle was transformed into a
fortified manor in the 16th century when
owned by Roger Vaughan, MP for
Radnorshire. The Norman church too has
been transformed, not least by the
architect George Frederick Bodley, who
in the late 1800s had married the
daughter of Thomas Reaveley, the then
owner of Kinnersley Castle, and who was
responsible together with the Revd
Andrews for the painted wall
decoration. Early in life, Bodley had been

The village probably suffered a
large drop in population at the time of
the Black Death (1348) which may
explain why the castle and church now
stand somewhat isolated, the village
centre shifting with the arrival of the
railway in 1864. Accompanying this was
a large pub for the drovers who brought
their stock to the station yard. There were
also two brickworks here. The station
closed for passengers on 31 December
1962 but goods trains ran for another 12
months. A replacement bus service for
passengers had to be provided for three
years, but this was stopped as soon as
the three years was up. Kinnersley school
closed in 1975, children now being bused
to Eardisley. The Kinnersley shop and
garage shut in 1993 and the post office
about a year later.
-4-
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The parish also contains several
outlying hamlets which, like Kinnersley,
recall the Saxon clearing of the
woodlands. Ailey is ‘Aethelgifu’s
clearing’, Sallies is ‘Willow wood’,
Logaston slightly differently is ‘Leofgar’s
tun’ or settlement. Within the Parish,
Woodmanton is ‘Woodman’s
settlement’, Letton either ‘leek enclosure’
or ‘herb garden’, Hurstley ‘stag’s wood
or clearing’.
The castle retained much of its
original estate until 1949. This included
what was originally a Norman deer park,
stretching beyond the Parks Farm almost
to the Norton Canon Road. To the south
it incorporated Hurstley and beyond to
the Norton Canon boundary, to the west
Gate Farm and Castle Farm and up to
Newton which was the home farm with
lands stretching to opposite the castle
gates. It offered considerable
employment opportunities within the
village, with saw mills, hopyard and cider
orchards. The park was finally sold off in
1952.

had its dedication changed to St John
the Baptist. With time’s passing the
cluster of houses around the church spun
outward from the centre resulting in
today’s scattered hamlet.
The Parish of Letton has a figure-ofeight shape with the church in the
bottom circle and the Township of
Hurstley in the top one. Even though
Hurstley, comprising approximately 15
dwellings, is in the Parish of Letton,
geographically, strategically and
conveniently it is on Kinnersley’s
doorstep.

Letton

Another anomaly is that of Over
Letton. This is the area stretching from
Letton Brook to the top of Tin Hill and also
containing approximately 15 houses. It
lies in the Parish of Staunton on Wye but
has always, since Norman times, been
known as Upper, or Over, Letton and,
historically, owed its allegiance to Letton
church. It has never been known as
Lower, or Far Flung, Staunton on Wye. As
with Hustley falling snugly into Kinnersley’s
arms, so Over Letton is cuddled by Letton
Parish.

(by Don Maddox)

Silas Taylor, an officer in the
Parliamentary army in the Civil War, said,
around 1655, that ‘Letton is much
noticed for those excellent grounds upon
the banks of the Wye, the fertility of
which are comparable with the Nile.’ The
Nile should be so lucky. It floods once a
year; Letton, during ‘the season’ can be
inundated two or three times. It performs
its function as a ‘blotting paper’ flood
plain admirably.
Nevertheless, people have found it
a desirable place to live since before the
Domesday Book was ever thought of.
Then the houses would have been
clustered around the church, which, up
to Victorian times was St Peter’s but then

Norton Canon
(by Mai Jones)

The village of Norton Canon
derives its name from the manor of
-5-
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Norton which together with the manors
of Hope, Preston and Pyon were granted
to the canons of Hereford Cathedral by
Wulviva and her more famous sister
Godiva, wife of Leofric, Earl of Mercia in
1086. Norton Canon is noted in the
Domesday Book as belonging to the
canons of Hereford Cathedral, and the
church, dedicated to St Nicholas, has
belonged to that body without
interruption to the present day.

The village has an inn, The Three
Horseshoes, a fruit farm selling fresh
produce, plants, flowers, and trees at
Christmas, a garage for vehicle repairs
and MOT testing, a children’s day care
centre, a village hall that has a
magnificent view, and most importantly,
one of the few remaining Post Offices in
the area. The old disused railway line
from Hereford to Brecon passes through
the village at Norton Wood.

Sarnesfield
(by Roger Marshall)

Reflecting a close proximity to the
Welsh border, it’s no surprise that the
name of this hamlet derives its origins
from both old Welsh and English words –
the Welsh ‘sarn’ meaning road and the
English ‘feld’ which meant open space.
At the time of the Domesday
Survey it was taxed on one-and-a half
hides of land (in the region of 180 acres)
and consisted of about ten households.
Today, 928 years on from William the
Conqueror’s Great Survey of England,
there are just 21 households. As the
parish, still modest in size by today’s
measure, is larger than it was in 1086, we
might conclude there has been little
development!

The church is a Grade II* Listed
building that has a rare silver paten
dated 1460 kept for safety in Hereford
Cathedral, and an Elizabethan chalice
dated 1570. It contains a Romanesque
capital, adapted for use as a piscina,
which indicates a church has stood on
the site for 900 years, whilst the discovery
of an incised Roman stone in the
foundations may indicate an even earlier
religious site. Recently the church has
been completely restored, the bell frame
replaced and a new bell added to
make a ring of six bells. Pevsner
compares the church favourably with
Shobdon church. The Revd Charles
Robinson was appointed vicar in 1865
who, following the death of his wife and
parents in quick succession, took up
researching local history, writing The
Castles of Herefordshire and Their Lords
(1867) and The Mansions & Manors of
Herefordshire (1873).

The first significant landowner was
Roger de Laci who held, as a tenant-in
chief from William I, a total of 70 manors
in Herefordshire of which Sarnesfelde was
but one. Seemingly taking their name
from the manor, the de Sarnesfield family
were sub-tenants of Roger de Laci and in
time prospered. In 1386 Sir Nicholas de
Sarnesfield was a Privy Councillor to King
Richard II and also a Knight of the Order
of the Garter; a rare distinction that hints
at great service on the battlefield. With
his death in 1394, the manor devolved to
two female heirs who upon marriage
divided the holding.
-6-
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The principal portion came to the
nearby Monington family, and this family,
ardent Catholics, held the estate until
1781 when it was passed to several
related families – among these the
Webb-Westons – who retained the
interest until it was purchased in 1891 by
George William Marshall, a celebrated
genealogist who was appointed York
Herald in 1904.

Perhaps the most noted son of
Sarnesfield was John Abell. Abell, who
died in 1675 aged 97 and is buried by the
porch of the Parish Church of St Mary,
was a highly skilled master carpenter and
building contractor. He designed and
worked on churches, schools and market
halls, as well as houses and watermills, in
Herefordshire and the Welsh Marches.
During the Civil War he is reputed to
have built gunpowder mills and a siege
engine to aid the Royalist cause.
Changing little over the centuries,
save perhaps between the late 1800s
when the population was almost 120 and
there were sufficient children for a
regular Sunday School, and now when
the population is just 50 and the children
look to wider horizons, Sarnesfield is still
steeped in agriculture.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE PARISH PLAN
In April and June 2012, The
Kinnersley & District Group Parish Council
organised two public meetings to discuss
the creation of a parish plan. Following
these meetings parishioners were asked
to put their names forward if they were
interested in helping produce such a
plan. These parishioners attended one
further meeting in October 2012 during
which a Parish Plan Steering Committee
was formed.

from Herefordshire Council and the
Parish Council secured, work began.
Considerable advice and guidance was
available for most of the period of our
work from Community First and from Chris
Gooding, Community Led Planning,
Coordinating and Commissioning Officer
of Herefordshire Council. Without this, the
Steering Committee of ordinary
parishioners would have struggled over
the process to follow, finding contacts,
information and other parishes’
experiences. The resulting plan would
hence have suffered considerably.

Once the Steering Committee was
constituted, budgets set and funding

WHAT IS A PARISH PLAN?
A parish plan is drawn up from the
expressed wishes of its parishioners. It sets
out what we wish to see retained, what
we like and perhaps dislike about our
community, and what we would like to
see change in our local environment
both in the near future and in the longer
term. Put another way “A parish plan is
intended to be the wishes of the
parishioners with real ownership of the
aims and actions by us all. It can have a
very broad remit. Anything can be
considered. It should definitely include
many useful, practical actions that can
be taken by the parishioners themselves.
The plan is not just about what needs to
change but also about what is currently
valued and needs protection. Creation
and implementation of the plan can

itself be a route to improved community
spirit. The completion of the plan will take
about 12-18 months.” (extract from
Shobdon’s Parish Plan).
The Plan sets out a number of
Objectives derived from the
Questionnaire responses that the vast
majority of parishioners completed, those
questions in turn drawn up from a
consultation process that was open to all
parishioners. To implement the plan there
will need to be an action plan which
details the actions and the people who
will undertake them.
The key elements of the process
with dates, are shown overleaf.
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THE PROCESS FOLLOWED BY THE STEERING COMMITTEE
Period

Task

Spring
2012
Oct
2012

Public Interest
Meetings
Agree
Approach and
Roles

Jan
2013
Spring
2013
Jun Sep
2013

Funding
Secured
Focus Group
Consultation
Consultations

Sep
2013

Public Survey

OctNov
2013
Winter
2013/4
Mar –
Apr
2014

Response
Analysis

Apr
2014

Finalise Plan

May
2014

Parish Council
Approval

Draft
Objectives
Public
Consultation

Aims and Outcome
Discussion with parishioners to determine the appetite for a
Parish plan and to identify immediate volunteers.
Appointment of the Steering Committee. It was agreed that
the purpose of the Steering Committee would be to work in
partnership with the Parish Council to complete a parish plan
by mid 2014.
Funding for the project from both the Parish Council and the
Herefordshire County Council grant was authorised.
A number of like-minded individuals met to discuss areas of
interest to our community, for example, the environment.
Two ‘Planning For Real’ events were held in June 2013 at
which parishioners were encouraged to stick colour-coded
flags into large-scale maps of the Parish – the flags
highlighting ideas and issues that would shape questions in
the Parish Plan Questionnaires and lead to the objectives
included in this Plan. Attended by c.80 people from across
our community. This was supplemented by VocalEyes, an
online platform for community networking.
Questionnaires were distributed by volunteers across the
Parish. The ‘Parish Plan Questionnaire’ was completed by 311
adult parishioners, representing 69% of those aged 18 and
over. In addition 80% of those aged between 6 and 18
completed a ‘Questionnaire for Young People’.
Statistical analysis of survey was completed by the
Herefordshire Council Research Team. The results were made
available in November.
Create objectives for the plan based on the Survey results.
This was initially achieved by the Steering Committee.
A draft parish plan was shared with the full parish council to
ensure its support. It was agreed to go ahead with further
public consultation based on these objectives. A public
meeting was held on 17th March and around 40 people
attended.
The Steering Committee finalised the Plan post-consultation
feedback. In drafting the Plan, we found that a number of
the questions and answers overlapped, not least between
the Adult and Young Persons questionnaires. Consequently,
the Parish Plan is presented as a series of themed areas –
essentially those from the Adult Questionnaire – with
Objectives that are not necessarily related to individual
questions.
On the 8th May the full Parish Council agreed to formally
adopt the Parish Plan.
-9-
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SUPPORT AND VOLUNTEERS INVOLVED
Many people have contributed to the work involved in creating this plan. The
table below names people who have been explicitly involved. We wish to acknowledge
the useful contribution of all these people.
We would also like to acknowledge all the people from our four parishes who have
helped with the practical things enabling us to move forward as planned, especially the
leaflet and questionnaire distributors, the cake makers and tea pourers, and of course
the washers up. ‘Thank you’ to you all.
Katherina Garrett-Adams
For Kinnersley & District Parish Plan Steering Committee
June 2014

Current Parish Council

Richard Betterton, Roger Bowen, Don Evans, Janet
Greenfield, Reece Jones, Malcolm Lewis, Nigel Lewis,
Derys Maddox, Roger Marshall, Karen Nicholas, Bill
Pritchard, Colin Thomas, Stephen Turner, Patrick Wrixon,
and Ruth Lovelace (Parish Clerk)

Current Parish Plan
Steering Committee

Katherina Garrett-Adams (chair), Richard Betterton, Daisy
Bishop, Peter Bishop, Gabriel Henning, Andy Johnson,
Derys Maddox, Roger Marshall, Neil Orton and
Stephen Turner

People who have helped
either as Steering Committee
members or in other ways

Don Maddox, Nick Sherwood

County Councillor

John Hope

County Support

Sakunthala Chandrasekara, Chris Gooding, Sophie Pryce
and Lynda Wilcox
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COMMUNICATION OF THE PLAN AND ITS PROGRESS
The progress of our Parish Plan was reported as we went along, across the various
printed magazines in the parishes. These were almost every month.
Invitations to key events, for example, ‘Planning For Real’, the Questionnaire, and
Public Consultation Meeting, were covered by distribution of leaflets to every house in
the Parish by a team of volunteers.
In addition, all the minutes of all our Steering Committee meetings have been
placed on the parish council website and so have the full survey analysis report, the draft
objectives, the consultation presentation and feedback document, and the full final
report.

RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRES AND DRAWING UP THE
OBJECTIVES IN THE PARISH PLAN
The response rate was at the high
end of the rate of return of questionnaires
in other parishes in Herefordshire. In
drafting the Plan, we found that a
number of the questions and answers
overlapped, not least between the Adult
and Young Persons questionnaires.
Consequently, the Parish Plan is presented
as a series of themed areas – essentially
those from the Adult Questionnaire – with
Objectives that are not necessarily
related to individual questions. However,
the figures that give rise to each
Objective are illustrated alongside that
Objective.

the respondents supported a particular
idea or course of action, then this has
been turned into an Objective. For
example, 78% of respondents felt that
more community use could be made of
the Parish’s churches so this is included as
an Objective. Where less than 50% have
supported an idea or course of action,
but there was a clear minority support,
this has also been turned into an
Objective where this has no clear
detrimental effect to anyone else. For
example, the fact that between 11% and
32% wanted to join in the social activities
that were listed still means that there can
be an Objective to establish such
activities; it doesn’t effect anyone else if
those activities go ahead or not.
However, when there is a clear majority
against a particular course of action
which would effect other parishioners,
then no Objective has been proposed
(unless it is one against following a certain
course of action).

When considering statistics in this
plan, bear in mind that not all
respondents answered all the questions.
For example, out of 311 respondents only
302 chose to identify themselves as either
male (48%) or female (52%).
Two considerations have driven the
forming of the Objectives. If over 50% of

- 11 -
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QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSE PROFILE
52% of adults who responded were female,
48% male.
Of 297 responses, 40% live in Kinnersley, 37% in
Norton Canon, and 11% each in Letton and
Sarnesfield.

By Age:

By Length of Residence:
No.

%

Under 2 years

31

10%

2-5 years

25

8%

6-10 years

51

17%

11-20 years

68

23%

Over 20 years

123

41%

Total respondents

298

100%

Not answered

13
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PARISH PLAN OBJECTIVES
COMMUNICATION
Many of the answers to questions in this and other sections of the questionnaires
indicated that a website that included a variety of information would be a welcome
asset, with information also included in local printed magazines (including The Signal and
Offa Tree News) for those without internet access or who prefer to receive information in
a printed format. General access to and speed of the area’s broadband is an issue,
however.

Objective: Enhance the Parish Council website to include the additional
information that people would find useful

Currently 80% of people either don’t know of the Parish Council Website, or if they
do, don’t look at it. However, 73% would find a website containing information on local
events very or fairly useful, decreasing to 67% for services offered by local businesses, 44%
on Parish groups, 35% on church services and 22% for offers of car sharing (qualified by
another questionnaire answer that suggested between 4% and 7% [13 to 21 people]
were interested in sharing transport for different types of journeys).
Other suggestions as to useful information to include were: planned highway
works/road closures; planning application details; prior notice of crop spraying and
hedge trimming; reviews of services carried out by local businesses and tradesmen;
offers of swapping services i.e. 1 hour of riding lessons for 1 hour of plumbing.

- 13 -
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Objective: Broaden access to local printed magazines

At least 31% and perhaps as many as 60% read The Signal, but 21% don’t know of
its existence. These figures (and comments in answers to various questions) do suggest
these magazines are a useful vehicle for disseminating information about parish
activities.

Objective: To find an affordable faster broadband solution for the Parish

77% of people have internet access at home, 34% at work and 20% elsewhere
(some people will have more than one place of access). The lack of speed and even
availability of broadband connection was a major theme at the ‘Planning For Real’
events, while from the Questionnaires 13% said they would pay for a better service, with
a further 57% saying they would – depending on cost.

- 14 -
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THE VILLAGE HALL AND OTHER COMMUNITY VENUES
There is general contentment with having just the one Parish/Village Hall and also
with its facilities. It was suggested (from considering a number of questions and
comments) that more use should be made of the Hall, and also of the churches and
pubs as community venues.

Objective: To encourage more use of the Parish churches and pubs for
community events and activities

Objective: Encourage the community to make more use of the Village
Hall

50% of people use the Village Hall (the vast majority only occasionally) and 50%
don’t.
55% of people felt adequately served by the one Parish hall. This varied from 79%
of those living in Norton Canon, to 77% in Sarnesfield, 44% in Kinnersley [though only 28%
of people here thought that there should be more than one village hall in the Parish} and
just 19% of people in Letton. Letton was the only one of the four parishes where more
people felt that there should be more than one village hall in the Parish as opposed to
just the one.
- 15 -

Kinnersley & District Parish Plan 2014

82% consider the Village Hall easy to
get to and 61% deem the facilities to be
good.
55% think more community use could
be made of pubs and churches, and 78% of
churches in particular.

Objective: To establish a community open space in each of Kinnersley,
Letton and Norton Canon

There was a degree of support from across the Parish for open spaces in each
parish with most support for an open space in an individual parish coming from its
parishioners:

Location of
community
space

Kinnersley
Letton

Numbers in
Kinnersley
favouring a
community
open space
74
(of max 118)
26

Numbers in
Letton
favouring a
community
open space
16

Numbers in
Norton Canon
favouring a
community
open space
19

Numbers in
Sarnesfield
favouring a
community
open space
1

14

-

59
(of max 111)
17

6

Norton Canon

23

18
(of max 34)
10

Sarnesfield

24

10

- 16 -
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LIVING IN A SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITY

Objective: To satisfy parishioners’ desires to become more involved in the
day-to-day life of the Parish

3% ‘definitely want’ and 35% ‘occasionally want’ to be so involved. This should be
achievable through an enhanced website and greater knowledge of and access to
local printed magazines.

Objective: Encourage those people who have offered to help organise
activities to establish such activities

Between 2% and 4% offered to help organise, and between 11% and 32% to join in
various activities. In descending order of popularity for joining in those activities listed:
fitness classes & workshops/study groups: 32%, arts & crafts club: 25%, social club: 18%,
children’s activities: 11%.
Other activities suggested included a day-time singing group; working with horses;
book club; music club; concerts, plays and dances; youth club/mountain bike rides; film
nights; annual village gatherings; tidying up areas of the parish/helping those less able
with gardening (this links with working parties on footpaths and a good neighbours’
scheme); yoga; cooking; photography; writing.
The table below shows the numbers of people who have either offered to help
organise or join in a range of suggested activities:
CLASS
Fitness Class
Arts & Crafts
Social Clubs
Children’s Activities
Workshops/study
groups

HELP
ORGANISE
10
10
7
8
12

JOIN IN
Kinnersley
51
33
22
16
38

- 17 -

JOIN IN
Letton
8
5
6
2
8

JOIN IN
N. Canon
24
31
24
16
45

JOIN IN
Sarnesfield
10
5
1
1
8
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Objective: To set up a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme and a Farm
Watch Scheme
7% said they would help set up a neighbourhood watch scheme and 53% said
they would join such a scheme, the equivalent figures being 4% and 31% for a farm
watch scheme.
PARISH

Kinnersley
Letton
Norton Canon
Sarnesfield

HELP ORGANISE
FARM WATCH
4
0
7
1

JOIN
FARM
WATCH
35
13
35
12

HELP ORGANISE
NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH
8
1
9
2

JOIN
NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH
66
20
57
18

Objective: To form a bulk buying co-operative
53% said they would consider joining a bulk buying co-operative (which it was
suggested would start with fuel oil).

Objective: To establish a Good Neighbours Scheme

45% said they would use a Good Neighbours’ Scheme (comprising 56 people in
Kinnersley, 16 in Letton, 46 in Norton Canon and 11 in Sarnesfield).

Objective: To ascertain whether it is possible to establish a ‘meals on
wheels’ service or luncheon club for the numbers involved

6% or 16 parishioners said they would use a ‘meals on wheels’ service and 10% or
26 people a luncheon club.

- 18 -
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THE WORK OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council should be prepared to put costed proposals to parishioners for
services currently run by Herefordshire Council that benefit parishioners if these might
otherwise be lost. (7% were in outright favour of this, with 58% in favour if parishioners
could vote on the service and rate increase.) However, many people are unaware of
the duties of the Parish Council.

Objective: Ensure that the Parish Council informs local residents of its role
and function and the work it is doing through the Parish website and
local printed magazines

46% of people don’t know what work the Parish Council does; 41% think it performs
its role satisfactorily and 10% that it does it well.

Objective: The Parish Council should establish a confidential list of
parishioners’ email addresses from those who wish to avail themselves of
this service so as to communicate matters of Parish business

49% would support such a move, 51% wouldn’t, but the Parish Council can work to
establish such a service for the 49%.

- 19 -
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ENVIRONMENT

Objective: To protect and enhance biodiversity in the parishes

Objective: To support proposals for generating electricity from solar
panels mounted on the roofs of the Village Hall and churches in part for
community benefit
70% were in favour of the above. However 45% were against a wind energy site
compared to 38% in favour, and 39% against a Biomass plant compared to 36% in favour
so it is not proposed to support proposals for either of these options.

Objective: To support and encourage small businesses and their
development, specifically retail, light manufacturing, and small offices

- 20 -
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Objective: To encourage a healthy, pleasant environment

This is in response to a question about concerns
over fly tipping, litter and dumping of garden rubbish
(77%, 81% and 57% of people respectively had
concerns over each issue).

Objective: Seek to provide benches and seating at key points, for
example, at bus stops, the rear of the Village Hall, view points and
nature reserves

64% of people expressed no
opinion to a question about
providing more seating, with 23%
saying there was no need and 13%
saying there was, with 23 people
suggesting where they should be
placed, these places mentioned in
the objective above.
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Objective: The Parish Council to develop more robust local planning
principles to guide their response to any future planning application for
large scale or intensive agricultural development

52% were in favour of a more robust local planning policy regarding large scale
agricultural development, with 18% against.
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HIGHWAYS, TRANSPORT AND DRAINAGE
The condition of the roads and associated drains and ditches was of great
concern to parishioners, and numerous comments were made about specific problems.
The clearly preferred approach is for the Parish Council to join Herefordshire Council’s
Lengthsman Scheme, associated with a review of the job description so as to ensure the
existing problems identified in comments to the questionnaire can be dealt with/passed
on for action, together with those that will arise in future.

Objective: To work towards all road surfaces, ditches and drains being
maintained to a level that is acceptable to local residents, visitors and
passing traffic. To achieve this the Parish Council to join Herefordshire
Council’s Lengthsman Scheme.

90% were in favour of the Parish Council joining the Lengthsman Scheme.
The questions elucidated 66 comments which will need action.

- 23 -

Kinnersley & District Parish Plan 2014

Objective: The Parish Council should take a stronger lead in seeking a
resolution of cases of vehicle damage to roads and their associated
verges, drains and ditches

75% agreed that that this should happen.

Objective: The Parish Council to draw up a scheme of selective vehicle
width and weight restriction on the Parish’s minor roads in conjunction
with the Highways Authority

61% did not want roads widened, but 62% wanted some roads restricted to
vehicles of less than a certain weight and 61% to vehicles of less than a certain width.

Objective: To review the number and location of road signs

There were 54 comments that there were
too many (9 in general and 45 in relation to
specific places) and 33 that there were too few
(14 saying that there weren’t too many overall).
There are a number of specific signs/places that
signage needs to be reviewed, either as regards
providing signs or potentially removing/re-siting
some.

Objective: The Parish Council to regularly monitor and evaluate the
need for reducing the speed of vehicles on both ‘A’ roads and minor
roads
The weight of answers was in favour of not supporting a change to the speed limits
on the main roads: Kinnersley 47% versus 36%, Letton 44% versus 31%, Norton Canon
much closer at 43% versus 41% and Sarnesfield at 48% versus 31%, but there is clearly
concern at the issue of speed on the main roads.
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The figures in the table below are the numbers of those who live in each parish (as
named along the top of the table) who want to see a reduction in the speed limits on
the main roads in each parish (as named down the left-hand side of table), as
compared to those who don’t want to see reduction. Perhaps unsurprisingly, these show
that most concern over speed comes from those living close to the relevant main road;
those living in Norton Canon are almost 2:1 in favour of seeing the speed limit of the A
road through Norton Canon reduced:
Kinnersley
Kinnersley
Letton
Norton Canon
Sarnesfield

Letton

Norton Canon

Sarnesfield

for

against

for

against

for

against

for

against

62
36
39
36

53
57
54
59

8
17
9
10

23
15
21
21

31
31
67
26

45
43
35
47

10
8
9
18

15
14
15
14

The results to the questions about minor roads were mixed regarding speed
restrictions. On the Hurstley to Norton Wood road 40% were in favour compared to 37%
against; Norton Wood to Norton Canon 43% compared to 37%; Kinnersley to Letton 42%
compared to 36%; Kinnersley to Almeley 40% compared to 35%.
There was less support for change on the other three identified routes: The Sallies
through to Woonton 32% compared to 39%, Ailey 32% compared to 37% and to Meer
and Broxwood also 32% compared to 37%. In addition comments were made that
enforcing any speed restriction on minor roads would be difficult, or that that the minor
roads were too narrow for speeding in any event.
Suggestions were also made about not using speed limits, but speed bumps,
speed cameras, speed warning signs, provision of footpaths, a pedestrian crossing on
the A4112 at Kinnersley.

Objective: The Parish Council to review the need for additional winter
gritting-bins

42% said there weren’t enough, backed up by suggestions as to where these
should be placed.
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Objective: Discussions to be held with the bus companies to see
whether it is possible to add Kinnersley on to some routes, whether the
bus currently serving Weobley can make a loop to Norton Canon,
whether the service to Letton can be increased, and to discuss whether
a bus shelter at Sarnesfield Oak can be provided

Just 7% use a service at least once a week and 23% occasionally. 25% of people
suggested they would use the service more if routes were altered, 25% if the frequency
was changed, 11% if cost were improved, 11% if there were more stops, 9% if there were
more bus shelters. Some comments made specific suggestions which, if reacted to
positively, could lead to a greater use of the service.
The table below shows the numbers of people living in each parish who say they
would use a bus service more frequently if the listed item was improved:

Routes
Frequency
Cost
Shelters
Stops

Kinnersley
37
41
12
17
15

Letton
7
18
5
0
4

Norton Canon
32
18
11
6
14

Sarnesfield
1
0
5
4
0

Objective: To ensure that the operation of Hereford Dial-a-Ride is
publicised on the Parish website and in local printed magazines

Just one person currently uses Hereford
Dial-a-Ride but another 56 (19%) would.
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HOUSING
There was a clear view that the Parish should be open to a limited amount of new
housing as a way of helping keep the community thriving. There was no support for
building housing on the Village Hall site.

Objective: To promote the building of a limited amount of new housing
that is both affordable and market sale, to a design in keeping with the
local area, is eco-friendly and is preferably built on brownfield sites

The objective includes all those points where over 50% agreed with various
statements: 72% in favour of limited new housing, 57% that new housing should be both
‘affordable’ and for ‘market sale’, 74% that new housing should look in keeping with the
local area, 52% that it should be eco-friendly and 58% that it should be built on
brownfield sites.

Objective: Facilitate the provision of independent advice on how to
efficiently heat and insulate homes

35% of people were in favour of this.
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FOOTPATHS, BRIDLEWAYS AND CYCLING
Footpaths and bridleways are clearly highly valued from the answers to the
Questionnaires, both by adults and by young people: 79% of adults walk footpaths
anywhere from weekly to occasionally, and one in three at least once a week. Of the
young people, 81% like where they live, but comments particularly drew out the
importance of access to the countryside.
However, there are concerns about the maintenance of footpaths and
bridleways, both the actual paths and also access to them via gates and stiles. People
would also welcome knowing more about where local paths go, and a review of paths
with a view to increasing the option for local circular walks.
39% of people cycle either daily, weekly or occasionally (26%) in the parish.

Objective: To maintain and improve access to the Parish footpath
network

Objective: To publish a Parish guide to circular walks

56% of people were in favour.
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Objective: To review the Parish footpath network with the intention of
increasing the range of local circular walks

42% of people supported
this, with 31% against and 26%
expressing no opinion.

Objective: To open up parts of the old Hay railway line as a footpath,
bridleway and/or cycleway

60% of people were in favour of its use as a footpath, 46% as a cycle path and 39%
as a bridleway.
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YOUNG PEOPLE
The Parish Plan must consider the needs and wishes of young people and ensure
the resultant actions are inclusive of the views of young people, for example, community
events, communications, environment, transport, cycling, and bridleways.
43 young people (aged between 6 and 18) answered the Questionnaire. 39.5% of
young people live in Kinnersley parish, 34.5% in Norton Canon, 19% in Sarnesfield and 7%
in Letton. 42% of young people are aged between 11 and 14, 30% between 6 and 10
and 28% between 15 and 17. Of all these 56% are female and 44% male.

Objective: To ensure there is safe access to open spaces and footpaths
in every local community across the Parish

When asked what they liked about where they live, 81% find this a nice place,
people are friendly and they feel safe. Specific comments particularly drew out the
importance of access to the countryside.
In their spare time, in descending order of popularity, 86% of young people enjoy
watching TV, 69% listening to music, 62% riding a bicycle, 48% each of walking, shopping,
playing computer games and surfing the internet, 45% spending time with friends, 33%
swimming, 31% playing music, 26% attending a sports club, 14% horse riding, 7%
attending church activities, and 5% drama.
Other activities mentioned individually were: ballet class, cooking, building,
playing with/walking the dog (5%), dancing (10%), tennis, homework (7%), rowing
(Hereford), hockey (Hereford), school clubs, youth club in Hereford, running (5%),
reading, riding go-kart, art, trampoline, scooter, scouts, working on the farm (5%).

Objective: To increase community facilities and activities for young
people

74% feel that there is not enough for young people to do locally, and 50% said
there was nowhere to meet their friends or play.
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In terms of local facilities/activities, 60% would welcome a sports club; 52% a play
area; 47% a mountain bike trail; 36% a youth club. Other suggested facilities/activities
were: film nights, activity days, go-karting, rugby, gym/sauna, swimming pool, corner
shops, church services, somewhere to build dens, horse riding place, adventure activity
centre, community clubs for theatre, sports and music, more footpaths and bridleways,
use of village hall for sports activities, rounders, a park.
26 suggestions were made for improving the area, with shop, playground, and
foot/ bike/ bridle paths most frequently requested. Also sports, buses, and better
broadband all had multiple support.
Many young people travel to larger towns to spend spare time with their friends:
34% most of time, 47% some of time, 19% hardly ever.
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GENERAL RECOMMENDED IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS
Funding Action

Set up an active Parish Council
review process for progress
with this plan

The potential achievements of this
plan, even over 10 years, will be limited
by available finance. Much will only be
feasible if we raise funds ourselves.

The aim is to ensure that this plan is
kept live and in the forefront of council
and parishioner thinking.

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS:

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS:

There is a need to be proactive in
raising funds. All possible funding streams
should be explored to raise money for
specific actions, among these, sport
events, local companies and trusts,
voluntary agencies, Lottery Funding,
County Council, National Community
Development Groups, Rural
Development Funding, 106 Funding, and
the Community Infrastructure Levy. The
monies generated would be used to
secure and develop additional facilities
for the community to use and to help
fund other objectives in this plan. The
Parish Council should consider how such
pro-activity can be fostered.

Ensure close links between the Parish
Council and the Parish Plan Steering
Committee that is responsible for
implementation of the plan by:
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Agreeing individual responsibilities
and involvements with the plan.



Agree an approach and
frequency for specific reviews.



Publicise progress and, if
necessary, the difficulties with the
plan.
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Required Support to Enable Successful Completion
We cannot expect all the proposed
objectives and actions will be taken by
the County Council or largely funded by
them. It is also not feasible that the Parish
Council can deliver these objectives
from the parish precept or by relying on
just the efforts of the councillors. All the
objectives require some or all of the
following:
 Energy and effort by parishioner
volunteers.
 Support and involvement of local
businesses.
 Support, agreement and some
action from the County Council.
 Funding from grants, local
businesses, County Council, Parish
Council and from parishioner
involvement and fund raising
activities.

The first of the above is essential to all
the objectives and a necessity for
obtaining the other forms of support.
Many people are willing to help in a
number of ways but less willing to take a
lead or work group role. It is therefore
firstly essential that we have sufficient
people willing to join the work groups
and be active in them. These work
groups should then not assume they
have to do everything themselves but will
need to call on the wider group as
needed. A number of people have
offered help (through the Questionnaire
returns) and they should be one route for
seeking help. The work groups will also
wish to seek help from known
parishioners with appropriate skills and or
resources. The need for such support will
be publicised in summary versions of the
report shared widely with parishioners.

Financing the Creation of this Plan
The direct costs (specific expenditure to third parties) of creating this plan were
funded by the Parish Council, the County Council, and the European Union. All these
costs have been carefully documented and justified. The costs include running five
public events and their marketing, printing leaflets and the final report, payment for
analysis of the survey, printing of the questionnaires, hire of the village hall, and stationary
but not the time of all us volunteers. As the report is completed some costs remain to be
finalised but the total cost will have been about £2,900. Volunteer time was
approximately 850 person hours.

Additional Information and Contacts:
Limited numbers of additional copies of this report may be
requested from the Parish Clerk, Ruth Lovelace on 01544 318138. The full
report and all additional documentation described herein can be
downloaded from the parish council website:
www.kinnersleygrouppc.co.uk
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